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MEC BENTLEY VASS WELCOMES THE APPOINTMENT OF THE COMMISSION 
OF INQUIRY TO INVESTIGATE TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP DISPUTES AND 
CLAIMS ARISING OUT OF THE JOHN TAOLO GAETSEWE DISTRICT. 
 
The MEC for Cooperative Governance, Human Settlements, and Traditional Affairs 
(COGHSTA) in the Northern Cape, Mr. Bentley Vass, acknowledges and welcomes 
the establishment of a Commission of Inquiry (“the Commission”) appointed by 
Premier Dr. Zamani Saul. This Commission will investigate traditional leadership 
disputes and claims arising from the John Taolo Gaetsewe District. 
 
The appointment of the Commission is in line with the provision of section 59(1)(a) of 
the Northern Cape Traditional Leadership and Governance and Houses of Traditional 
Leaders Act (Act No.4 of 2007); read with section 2 of the Northern Cape Commissions 
of Inquiry Act (Act No. 4 of 1996). 
 
The eight-member Commission will be led by Professor Mandla Maseko. The 
Commission’s inaugural meeting is scheduled for 15 July 2025, to finalise their 
calendar of activities. 
 
MEC Vass said ‘’We are positive that this Commission will provide all traditional 
communities, leaders and stakeholders, in the John Taolo Gaetsewe District, an 
opportunity to table all their concerns and disputes, with a view of ensuring harmony 
and co-existence within all traditional communities in the District, particularly those that 
are experiencing leadership tensions. As a Department, we will support the work of 
the Commission, so that they reach their set objectives, in the allocated time of two 
years’’. 
 
Furthermore, MEC Vass committed the Northern Cape Provincial Government in its 
continuous support of the institution of Traditional Leadership, as this institution plays 
a key role in the system of cooperative governance, and the development of 
communities. 



 
Various media platforms and stakeholders will be engaged to ensure that communities 
especially in the John Taolo Gaetsewe District, are aware of the activities of the 
Commission and fully participate. 
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